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DEKALB COUNTY, HERE’S YOUR SIGN!
by Andrew Heaton, NBCA President

Back some years ago, a group of four “redneck” comedians had what |

they called a “Blue Collar Comedy Tour.” Jeff Foxworthy was the most
well-known and established of the group. Larry the Cable Guy captured
the zeitgeist with his one-liners like “Get ‘er done!” Ron White would
spin yarns while ostensibly drinking an adult beverage of a brown hue. L"‘ <

Bill Engvall rounded out the quartet. Engvall had a routine where
he would tell a comical story about a person or situation, then show a
road or building sign that corresponded well to the situation. The punchline was, of course,
“Here’s your sign!”

Pretend that I am Bill Engvall while (a) I tell a “joke” about DeKalb County’s reputation
for slow response, slow implementation of programs, and scant details about a project or
idea, and then (b) show the sign included with this story. This sign might not stick out, but
it’s emblematic of one of the things that frustrates so many everyday citizens - a lack of
clear lines of communication for information. To make this a little clearer, let me back up
and provide the reader with some more context.

The attached sign is located at the very back of Cravey Drive at the entrance to a service
road that was constructed many, many months ago. The service road leads back to a site of
sewage work being done along the North Fork of Peachtree Creek, directly behind several
homes on Hawthorne Drive. For months, after the road was first built, a line of massive
trucks would queue up daily to enter the road and begin work. Then, a few months ago . . .
nothing. No trucks. No activity. Nada.

A resident reached out to me last month asking me if I had information. I did not, but
said I would reach out and see what I could find out. I assumed that my first obvious choice
for information would be the Site Sign. Oh, dear readers, how wrong I would turn out to be.
Let’s go through just how unhelpful this signage is in terms of figuring out where to go for
information.

Here is a quick listing of just how unhelpful this sign is:

1. The sign states that this is part of the Watershed’s “Capital Improvement Program” .
.. which is pretty much a catch-all. If you go to the website listed at the bottom, you’ll
be hard pressed to find anything relating to this project. The only project listed under
the CIP Projects page is something happening in Stone Mountain.

2. The sign lists the contractor on-site as “Insituform.” Helpful? Nope! Insituform is
a global subsidiary of an even larger global corporation. There is no helpful contact
info for a local contact. This is as helpful as a hospital listing its medical supplier as
“Kleenex.”

continued on page 3
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DEKALB COUNTY,
HERE’S YOUR SIGN! conT’D

3. Ok, but there’s a phone number, right? Well, the phone number goes

to the general Watershed Project line, which then tells you to enter the | n SI d e Th IS |SS U e cos

number of the Project Supervisor, choosing from a list of four. Does the

North Briarcliff

sign tell us who this Project’s Watershed Supervisor might be? Astute

readers already know the answer. NB(A PRESIDENT,S MESSAGE

At the time of press for this article, your faithful NBCA President has | DEKalb County, Here’s Your Sign-....cocovoccoscscicscssscsss 1
moved on to trying to connect with our local County Commissioners to NBCA Board Members 2023 .........ovveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesseeseeeeeee ]
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Here’s your sign. Helpful, isn’t it?

i CONTACT US TODAY - 770-623-6220 - info@frontporchatlanta.com

Fﬁanr i The North Briarcliff Civic Association Newsletter is a publication of Our Front Porch. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion
: of the publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility for
Porcn i the content of the ads placed in this publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written permission of Our Front Porch.

AService oft ¢ The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the North Briarcliff Civic Association as a courtesy only. No representations are made as to information presented, the
KDA Tiehs i quality of the goods or services advertised, or the veracity of the statements relating to the goods and services. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements does not constitute
:an endorsement by the neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.
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COMMUNITY — ADMINISTRATION

North Briarcliff

North Briarcliff g

Civic Association
9023 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please return your check for annual dues and this form to:

North Briarcliff Civic Association (NBCA) e 2566 Shallowford Road, Suite 104, PMB 132 e Atlanta, GA 30345

To pay your dues with a credit card or via PayPal or Venmo, go to www.northbriarcliff.org.

YES! | SUPPORT THE NORTH BRIARCLIFF CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Enclosed is my $25.00 check for 2023 Annual Dues. (Added optional donation § )

»»» PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY «««

Name:

Phone (in case of questions):

Address:

Email:

I am (We are) interested in helping NBCA with (Circle any of the following):

Newsletter or Website Layout or Updating

Member Recruitment and Benefits

Neighborhood Watch Board Service

Membership in the NBCA is open for all residents and owners of property within the Hawthomne Elementary School district and residents on other bordering streets who may request inclusion.

The North Briarcliff Civic Association (NBCA) represents you. A civic
association is an organization that exists to improve the neighborhood
through volunteer work by members of the association. The purpose
and mission of the NBCA is to promote the civic interests of the people
living in our area. What this means is that this association is dedicated to
informing, representing, and supporting the residents of our area in issues
of public concern.

Membership in the NBCA is voluntary and is open to any resident or
property owner within the Hawthorne Elementary School District and
to other residents living on bordering streets who request inclusion. The
newsletter is addressed to “Current Resident” to ensure that the newsletter
is delivered (free of charge) to every house and condominium in the NBCA
area as a service to all the residents.

We want you to help us become better representatives. As our paid
membership increases, we have greater authority and leverage in dealing
with (or confronting) the county and other organizations on your behalf.
Renew your membership or become a member by paying your annual
dues. The $25 dues covers the household for the calendar year (January-
December 2023).

Help us to better represent the interests of our neighborhood by bringing
to our attention any issues or events that merit our attention. We would
appreciate your perspective, and you may know more or care more about
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that issue than any board or off-board member. Consider joining the board
or advising the board as an off-board member so that the association is
better able to address the issue in question. We would welcome your
assistance, enthusiasm and expertise.

The NBCA is a non-profit organization that is managed by its board
members, all of whom are neighbors who have volunteered to work
together to make a difference in our local community. All of the board
members are elected by the dues-paying members of the NBCA at an
annual meeting in the fall. Some board members have special interests and
expertise in specific areas that are important to our area, while other board
members are generalists. The board members are supported by off-board
members, who are neighbors who have volunteered to help the board by
identifying and addressing specific areas. None of the board or off-board
members receive any monetary payment for their efforts.

If you want to report something or register a complaint with the county
or other agencies, the board may be able to assist you or help you contact
appropriate agencies. However, you are responsible for making your report
or registering your complaint. Please remember that board and off-board
members are volunteers with only so much time and energy.

Email addresses for board and off-board members are listed on the front
page of each newsletter and are also found on the NBCA website www.
northbriarcliff.org




Hawthorne Elementary School

2535 Caladium Drive, Atlanta, GA 30345

Saturday April 15, 2023
12-4pm

TICKET PRICING

Unlimited Wrist Band $30

Includes: Unlimited Carnival Games, Giant Slide, Gaming Truck, Face
Painting, Dunk Tank, Cake Walk

Tickets are $1 each

Children 3 and under are Free

Wrist Bands DO NOT INCLUDE Concessions and Ice Cream Truck.
These items are cash or credit card.

North Briarcliff Civic Association // www.northbriarclifforg 5
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GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT HAWTHORNE ES!

By Lisa Limoncello

C.H.A.M.P.S. Safety Program

Recently, the fifth-grade students at Hawthorne successfully completed the
C.H.A.M.P.S. (Choosing Healthy Activities and Methods Promoting Safety)
program. The C.H.A.M.P.S. program was founded in 2003 by the Georgia
Sheriffs’ Association to address the challenges our youth are facing today.
Under the guidance of Deputy McNeil from the DeKalb County Sheriffs’
Department, our students completed a twelve-week program to develop the
skills necessary to be happy, healthy, and safe, in preparation for a successful
life. Thank you, Georgia Sheriffs’ Association, and congratulations students!

6 North Briarcliff Civic Association // April-June 2023

Black History Parade

Hawthorne held our annual Black History Parade on February 24th. After a
month of research and various activities, students from across all grade levels
chose key figures in Black History to represent in our parade. The result was a
wonderful display of history, creativity and gratitude for the many contributions
made by African Americans to our world.




COMMUNITY — SCHOOLS

North Briarcliff

GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT HAWTHORNE ES! cont’D

STEM Night and “Trash-ion” Show

Our annual STEM Night was once again a huge success. STEM Night is
intended to increase family engagement in academic areas and provide an
opportunity to show parents how to reinforce standards at home. Parents and
students participated in the following hands-on STEM activities:

Magnets or Magic | Participants explored positive and negative magnetic

force while participating in activities with various

magnets.
Starry Night Participants watched a demonstration on astronomy
Constellations and learned how to identify various constellations.
Sphero Coding Participants used coding skills to create art by

programing the Sphero robots.

Moon Phases Participants created models of the moon phases after
learning about the 8 phases of the moon and the role

the sun plays in how each phase looks.

3D Printing Participants observed a demonstration on 3D printing
while learning that 3D printing is a process in which a
digital model is turned into a tangible, solid, three-

dimensional object.

Cooking Cart Participants explored the states of matter by changing
liquid to solid while making pancakes on our mobile
cooking cart.

Planting Participants made a pot from newspaper and planted

a vegetable seed of their choice. Participants were able
to take the pot home and re-plant it.

New this year to STEM Night was our first annual “Trash-ion” show. As a
culminating activity to the third-grade study of recycling and climate change,
the students created items of clothing and accessories out of recycled trash and
spotlighted their creation on the runway! Check out our fashionistas below:

W

ht"i"-'\'r b
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North Briarcliff

COMMUNITY — LIBRARY

EVENTS AT THE LIBRARY

by Sarah Helwig (Library Branch Manager) and Kristin Murff (Friends of Northlake Library Community Liaison)

Mark Your Calendars for the April 21-22
Book Sale at the Library

Northlake Library’s next book sale will be April
21-22. The Friends of the Northlake-Barbara Loar
Library also maintain a smaller ongoing book sale
that is open during library hours. The always-
ongoing sale items are located at the end of a short
corridor to the left of the lobby as you enter the
building. All proceeds from these sales directly
support many programs and activities at the
Northlake-Barbara Loar Library.

Ways to Donate to the Library

The Friends are collecting books, puzzles,
games, CDs and DVDs for our upcoming sales.
To donate, bring your items to the library during
operating hours: Mon - Wed 10am-8pm and
Thursday-Saturday 10am-5pm. Your donations are
tax-deductible.

February saw the return of DeKalb County
Public Library’s “Love Your Library” Month, an
annual fundraiser coordinated by the DeKalb
Library Foundation. The Northlake Library raised
over $600, which will help fund more programs
and activities. You may make a branch gift for
Northlake-Barbara Loar Library any time at
foundation.dekalblibrary.org.

Recent Youth, Adult and Senior Activities

We celebrated Black History Month with a
Motown Music Review concert and a talk about
Negro Spirituals presented by Dr. Valerie Matthews
of Georgia State University. The Northlake
Cookbook Club learned about the history of soul
food while enjoying tasty samples. During March,
patrons enjoyed testing their knowledge and
learning new things with our Women’s History
Month trivia challenge.

Our young patrons celebrated Valentine’s Day
with a “lovebug” craft. They also celebrated Dr.
Seuss’s birthday in March with a Take & Make craft
kit and a Green Eggs and Ham cooking class. They
continue to enjoy the ongoing weekly Toddler Time
and monthly STEAM programs.

We have also kicked off a “Bookmark of the
Month” program for all ages. We give out a different
themed bookmark each month. Patrons who collect
all of the bookmarks will receive a prize at the end
of the year, so make sure to ask for a bookmark
during your next visit to the library!

Looking Ahead
On May 13, we will celebrate Asian American
Heritage Month with a performance by the Atlanta

Chinese Dance Company.

One of the children’s lovebugs on Valentine’s Day

We are already making plans for our annual
Summer Reading Challenge! This year’s challenge
will take place from June 1 to July 31 with a theme
of “All Together Now.” Keep an eye on our online
events calendar for special programs and activities
for all ages.

Attendance and participation at library events
continues to increase as we have been able to
loosen our pandemic restrictions. Please be sure
to visit dekalblibrary.org/events for registration
information, as many classes fill up quickly!

Adult Services Specialist Marc Grace cooked for Northlake Cookbook Club’s soul food program.
8 North Briarcliff Civic Association // April-June 2023




COMMUNITY — PARKS AND ENVIRONMENT North Briarcliff

ENGLISH IVY AT MARY SCOTT NATURE PARK

by Susan Hanson, Friends of Mary Scott Park

Who planted the English ivy in the park? How many years ago? Does the ivy Several groups of volunteers have helped us remove English ivy.

do anything to improve our environment?
v" AmeriCorps is a volunteer group of young adults. They work with troubled

The first two questions cannot be answered. The third question may be youth during the week. Helping in our park gives them a break from their
answered -- English ivy does not improve the environment! The ivy does normal routine.

provide a breeding place for mosquitoes.
v Students from Lakeside High School and Chamblee High School.
The Friends of MSNP are working to have plants in the park that are good
for birds, butterflies and bees while also providing a place for people to enjoy. ¥ Boy Scouts from Troop 77 and Troop 534.

English ivy d thing for birds, or butterfli bees.
HgHsL vy does notiing fot birds, or buttertiies, orbees Do you have English ivy in your yard? If you do, please begin removing the

Last year, we removed 125 lawn bags of non-native plants, mostly English V-

ivy. We are removing the non-native plants so that native plants can grow. Two

vy . 5 . p p . & . . It is especially important to remove English ivy from trees. When it gets high

native plants, Sweet Betsy (Trillium cuneatum) and Cranefly orchid (Tipularia . .

. . L e in a tree, the ivy does have a blossom. The blossoms produce seeds that fall to
discolor) now may be seen growing where only English ivy used to be visible.

the ground and produce more plants.

Would you consider hiring a company to remove your ivy? If so, Ecologicatl
is a company that will help homeowners with invasive plant removal. Contact
them at www.ecologicatl.com or email info@ecologicatl.com.

The Friends of MSNP work in the park the first Saturday of the month —
in the afternoons (2:00-4:00) in the cool months and in the morning (10:00-
12:00) in the hot months. Contact us at friendsofmsnp@gmail.com.

Sweet Betsy The purple leaf is Cranefly orchid
(Trillium cuneatum) (Tipularia discolor)

PLEASE HELP SAVE A LIFE TODAY!

Donate, Foster or Adopt

(Donations of Money or Supplies are Tax deductible)

Check us out online to view our “Pet of the week” and all our awesome
dogs and cats listed on PetFinder.com looking for a forever or a loving foster
home! Dates available on our website for PetSmart adoption days.

Green Pets America

Rescuing. Rehabilitating. Rehoming.

www.GreenPetsAmerica.org  ¢%1/GreenPetsAmerica

North Briarcliff Civic Association // www.northbriarclifforg 9



COMMUNITY — NEIGHBORS

North Briarcliff

NEWS ABOUT A NEIGHBOR

by Art Hansen (NBCA)

Our North Briarcliff neighborhood stretches
from Echo Lake in the south to Cravey Drive and
Cravey Trail in the north. The western border is
I-85. From there, the neighborhood stretches east
past Briarcliff and Payton roads to Shasta Way and Shallowford Road
Byr Mar Drive. Because you live here, you are a part

of this large community.

Those of us fortunate enough to live in this big
North Briarcliff neighborhood share neighborhood
assets such as:

etc.

v’ Mary Scott Nature Park

v Hawthorne Elementary and other schools

v Echo, Cravey, Flair and Doreen Lakes

v The churches, shopping center and stores on

v’ Part of the North Fork of Peachtree Creek.
v Easy access to -85 and 1-285.

We also share concerns about neighborhood
safety, the maintenance of our schools and roads,
code enforcement, stormwater flooding, coyotes,

The North Briarcliff Civic Association (NBCA)
represents you, your neighbors, and your shared
civic interests. We want to keep you aware and
informed about local assets, issues and activities.
We also want to let you know (and probably
surprise you) about local history and interesting
neighborhood activities.

For instance, I bet that you never thought about
building an airplane in your garage. Well, one of
your neighbors (John Morrow on Sherbrooke
Drive) is doing that, and here is his story.

IS THERE AN AIRPLANE IN MY GARAGE?

by John Morrow

Yes. The fuselage of an airplane is parked inside my garage. The fuselage is

the central tube-shaped body of an airplane.

In January 2023, I parked an airplane fuselage in my garage.

I worked as a chemist for the CDC until I retired in 2016. You may be
wondering how and why an aircraft ended up in the garage of a retired chemist?

My response is that I had been interested in aircraft and had started taking
flying lessons shortly before retiring. My interest in flying and aircraft focused
on the technical aspects - the physics and instrumentation.

Briscoe Field and the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA)

My flying lessons were at Briscoe Field, the Gwinnett County Airport near
Lawrenceville. There is where I met and started talking with members of the
Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA). Experimental aircraft are also called
homebuilt or amateur-built to distinguish them from certificated (factory-
built) aircraft. Many members of the EAA had built or were building their own
aircraft.

The EAA is a non-profit service organization that helps inform and educate
the public about aviation. The local chapter (EAA 690) is based in Briscoe Field,
and I started going to their monthly meetings. After retiring, I started spending
more time with members of the EAA at Briscoe Field. I liked the camaraderie
and fellowship I found there.

The EAA chapter at Briscoe Field offers a wide range of aviation-related
activities on a regular basis. Aside from their monthly meetings and Pancake

10 North Briarcliff Civic Association // April-June 2023

Breakfasts, the chapter sponsors a number of adult and youth-oriented
programs that might interest you:

1) The Flying Start Program introduces adults to aviation.

2) The Young Eagles Program offers free introductory airplane rides for
children 8-17 years old.

3) Middle and high school students in the Youth Build Aviation Program
build airplanes.

4) Middle and high school students in the five-day Aviation Summer Camp
learn about aviation principles and techniques. Students in the last
summer camp designed airfoils and tested them in a wind tunnel.

Members of the EAA volunteer their time to pilot the flights and support the
other programs. I helped as a member of the ground crew and also gave pre-
flight safety briefings.

Building an RV-12 Aircraft

The chapter decided to build an RV-12 aircraft as a chapter project to raise
funds for their programs. I was curious and challenged by the idea of building
an airplane, so I started helping on this project.

Building a homebuilt airplane
does not mean starting from a pile of
lumber and chunks of metal. The pieces
for a homebuilt RV-12 aircraft are
prefabricated pieces of aluminum sheet
metal. The pieces are already formed,
and lines of holes have been drilled

where pieces are to be riveted together.

Some snipping and trimming of
pieces may be necessary before they can
be riveted together. Before riveting two

pieces together, the builder uses clecos
(temporary fasteners) to ensure that all

This shows me working on riveting
part of the fuselage.

the holes in the two pieces line up.



COMMUNITY — NEIGHBORS North Briarcliff

IS THERE AN AIRPlANE IN MY GARAGE" CONT'D

One day, after spending hours working on the project, these EAA members and I
posed for a souvenir photo.

How the airplane ended up in my garage

The chapter relied on donations to purchase the pieces for the RV-12 chapter
project. After a while, donors and workers became more involved in other
activities, and the partially-constructed aircraft project was placed in storage.

Then a friend of mine and I decided to buy the aircraft and finish building
it ourselves. We pulled it out of storage, loaded it on a trailer, and hauled it to
our homes. The fuselage is now in my garage, and the wings are at my friend’s
home.

The fuselage was loaded on a trailer to transport to my house.

As you can see, the fuselage and one car fit in my garage.

My garage used to be a two-car garage. Now it houses one car, one aircraft
project, and a small, poorly-equipped but well-organized workshop for me to
work on the project.

SPRING: TIME TO CLEAN, DECORATE,

by Art Hansen (NBCA)

Inside the House

Spring cleaning—this season is traditionally a time to clean the house
and sweep out the dust and debris that accumulated over the dreary winter.
Although our winters are less dreary than elsewhere, we still often welcome
the spring with projects to clean the cabinets, refresh the closets by storing
the heavy winter clothing and bringing out the lighter warm weather clothing,
redecorate the house by transposing or replacing what is hanging on our walls
or some tired furniture, and maybe repaint some rooms or the whole house.

E S¢RS7 THROUGH THE
R TO FIND HER Wo@s7 &
THARE HAD CONE 7700E< . .

Tired of your walls with thezr old thtes,
Oh my goodness ! The house willbe  gyqys and browns. Millions of colors of paint
topsy-turvy! are out there. Whee!

REPAINT, REPLANT AND RENOVATE

Outside

Outside, this is the time to investigate how the lawn, flowers, bushes and
trees survived the colder weather. Everything started budding and blooming
with the warm weather before a remnant of winter returned with a few freezing
nights.

Then start weeding. Visit the nursery to buy the plants you need (flowers,
herbs, etc.), then dig up and replant the garden. Cover everything with more
mulch and start irrigating and fertilizing.

Renovating

If repainting, redecorating and replanting are not enough for you, there is
always renovation and the opportunity to add and improve. We are fortunate
to live in a mature neighborhood of good homes where people renovate. This is
not a neighborhood where houses are torn down and replaced.

Spring is the time to think (or dream) about a new garden, a sidewalk, a fire
pit, a treehouse, a screen porch or another project you have been dreaming
about. Look around. Probably at least one neighbor on your block is renovating.
Whee!

North Briarcliff Civic Association // www.northbriarclifforg 11



GREEN & GROWING

ATLANTA’S NEWS & TALK

Keeping

Undesirables

Away This
eason

.

Ashley Frasca is host of the radio show Green
and Growing, heard on 95.5 WSB Radio every
Saturday from 6-9:00 a.m. For gardening tips,
information, and advice, follow her Facebook |
page: Facebook.com/greenandgrowingwsb

pring has sprung! The possibilities enjoying time outdoors. Deer
this time of year are endless for > Rather than treating the entire outdoor
those who love gardening and being area indiscriminately, keep repellents like > This is where the HERL method comes
outdoors. Yes, Mother Nature has Off, Deet or Skin So Soft on hand. in handy! Harassment would include
a funny way of reminding us who’s sounds and dogs on the property.
in charge though, as April can still bring g Z‘inally, axlloiidzzrk c}llothi}ilg.,Yep! d > Exclusion, which includes fencing, can
freezing temperatures across the south east. pparently that's what they reattracte be costly but is often effective if built
to. Who knew?!
But while homeowners are busy dusting off tall enough. Recently on my radio show,
patio furniture, mowing lawns and tending Snak a wildlife management specialist said to
to busy bird feeders, the things we don’t nakes monitor the paths they take through the
enjoy are emerging this time of year too! yard, and keep the plants that they like to
With warmer, wetter weather comes . browse out of those areas.
mosquitoes, snakes, and deer. Be ready to > They're going to be active in landscapes > Many repellents use smell and taste
keep these pests away with these few, simple near water no matter what, so expect to to deter deer. Scented repellents often
tasks. see them. employ a rotten egg smell or coyote
University of Georgia Extension Service and > Know the difference between the ‘good’ urine. Believe it or not, deer are picky
others share the following acronym to help guys and the venomous snakes. The four about taste and texture.
homeowners control wildlife damage. “HERL venomous snakes found in this area are > For a thoughtful list of plants that deer
method includes a step-by-step approach to copperhead, cottonmouth, coral snake don’t prefer, visit the University of
addressing a damage problem: H - habitat and timber rattlesnake. Georgia Extension website, and search
modification or harassment; E - exclusion, > When working around thick ground “deer” in their publications.
including fencing; R - repellent or removal; cover, water, or brush, make as much
and, finally, L - lethal control.” noise as possible to scare them away.
. . > Eliminate brush, lumber and junk piles {
Mosqultoes — near the house and common areas. 3
b Control them naturally by making Thedse places are protected and safe from
adjustments to the surrounding predators.
landscape. Larvae need standing water, > Eliminate their food source, which may
so eliminate the water that ponds on be small rodents. Have an extermination
tarps, in buckets and pots, or in clogged company out to help if rats and mice are
gutters. a problem.
> For water features like ponds and > Do NOT toss mothballs outside

birdbaths, invest in Mosquito Dunks.
They’re safe for birds and fish.

> Have an oscillating fan running while
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as repellents! It is a violation of
pesticide laws and is therefore

illegal, to endanger humans and
other mammals outside in this manner.
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Atlanta’s #| Choice
for Siding, _inc!o_s_ and Doors

(( Superior PRO

THE PROS TO KNOW.
SuperiorPRO.com
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- Call us today

) 770-642-7170 1 B

fora FREE |5 Ke
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(SuperiorPRO '
) THE PROS TO KNOW.
2| YEARS OF SUPERIOR e
Service & Craftmanship ==
od or a FR Quote ~£= — - Tnv d S
. D& . : —"':'!M?f'w‘: i = 2 =
0% FOR 12 MONTHS | (#ProVia soms
with no payments =

e
0% FOR 60 MONTHS
with equal payments

0% for 6 months with no payments
converted to 120 months at 5.99% /
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The Home

ATLANTA’S NEWS & TALK @ F x

. "

uck. It comes in through the
window, the window that is
open so you can smell the
sweet smells of spring.

It comes in on your clothes after
working in the garden. It comes in
from your garage where it has been
hitch hiking on your car for the past
2 weeks.

However it is not the only yuck in
your house. Dust, mold, little bugs
and other trash can find its way
into your vents and settle in your
ductwork.

How do you keep your ductwork
clean in order to keep that yuck out
of the air that you are breathing?

Well, to start with you can change
the filter on your furnace on a
regular basis. Almost all of the air in
your house passes through the filter
at some point, keeping the filter
clean can help keep your air clean.

But what about
cleaning those ducts?
You know they are
just loaded with yuck.
What’s the deal with
duct cleaning?

Here are a couple of things you
should know about cleaning your
ducts, or as I like to call, ‘Duct
Sucking”.

> Maybe one of the biggest scams
in the home services field
unfortunately, centers on cleaning
your duct work. I am talking
about carpet cleaning companies
that say they can clean your air
ducts for some really cheapo
amount - and by the I mean like
$49.95 - “As long as we are here”
then all they do is vacuum around
your registers and if you are lucky
they stick the vacuum 2 ft. into
your duct.

> For your information - a good
thorough duct cleaning by a
professional will run you in your
average sized home $500 - $600.

While I don’t generally give out
prices here I will in this instance
to illustrate A - that it is a serious
procedure that calls for serious
money and 2 - to show you how
ridiculous and how little work or
good you will get out of a $49.95
deal.

This is really when
you should absolutely
have your ducts
cleaned:

> Immediately after you move
into a newly built home. Lots of
construction debris, saw dust, dry
wall scraps, and Doritos bags end
up in the duct work of a newly
build home.

> And after that every 4-6 years.
Lemme repeat that, every 4-6
YEARS is sufficient.

(This is unless you have someone in
the house with breathing problems.
If that is the case, then you should
get your hvac man/lady out to your
house to upgrade your furnace
filtration situation. That is money
better spent than on a yearly or
every two year duct cleaning scam.)

I will repeat: every 4-6 years. The
beauty of this is that a good, honest,
reputable duct cleaning company
will agree that it is not a yearly
maintenance project, and that you
can go years in between cleanings.

One more thing. A quality duct
cleaning company will/should clean
your drier vents too. Hey - they are
also ducts...

If your duct suckers can pass the
mustard on all that, you are on to a
good one. Get your ducts cleaned.
Then do it again.

In 2029.

Grab your hammer and join the
show! In Atlanta, 404.872.0750 or
1.800.972.8255. Saturday mornings
from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.,

Dave Baker is WSB’s resident
household repair and home improvement expert!
He provides a multitude of tips and advice on
planning, building and fixing up around the
house. Follow Dave on his Facebook page:
Facebook.com/thehomefixitpage



PEST CONTROL
TERMITES

WILDLIFE MOSQUITOES

One of the most destructive pests Georgia
homeowners will encounter is TERMITES.

Breda Pest Management uses industry-leading A e

*= ONLVTHESUN.
QUTSHINES OUR'SERVICE
e

technology to locate and eradicate termites from
your property, and with BREDA's termite guarantee,

you never have to worry with termites and the sz 5 Gift Ca rd

extensive damage they cause ever again.

470-317-7335 | BredaPest.com
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Waiting to |
plant until
after Easter?

Tax Day may be a
better rule of thumb!

aster’s calendar date is variable, so a better rule of thumb may
be to wait to plant sensitive plants until after Tax Day.

Spring temperatures in Atlanta are highly variable, and a wise
gardener should always note which plants are more cold hardy
versus tender during a cold snap.

The old adage “wait to plant until Easter” is usually good advice,
however Easter’s calendar date varies year after year -- and some
years, it is as early as March 23!

That lines up with the average last spring freeze date for the Atlanta
area, but the latest freeze on record did occur on April 25, 1910.

With that said, the majority of the killing freezes should be done
before April 15, which is Tax Day -- so perhaps that is the better “rule
of thumb” date!

WHY THE EXTRA CAUTION AROUND

THE SPRING FREEZE?

Often, temperatures will swell in February and March before dropping
in early April. This happened in 2007 when temperatures trended well
above average in March before crashing into the low to mid 20s in
early April.
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“Wait to Plant Until After Easter’;'

BEWARE THE SPRING FREEZE

March

Average Last Spring Freeze

Record Earliest: Feb 5, 1880

' Record Latest: April 25, 1910

The April 6-9, 2007 killing freeze arrived just in time for the Easter
holiday, when temperatures dropped into the mid 20s as far south as
Middle Georgia.

According to NOAA, the Easter 2007 freeze resulted in a state-wide
agricultural production value loss of $257.5 million, with peaches,
blueberries and apples experiencing the most freeze damage.

Connect with me!

Facebook: Christina Edwards WSB
Twitter: @ChristinaWSBwx




) SHUMATE.

Heating e Air Conditioning e Plumbing e Electric ¢ Handyman

myour family just can W
iw's time to call Shumater

678 - SHUMATE
24/7/365

% TRANE

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane.




The following are sponsors* in other community newsletters published

by Our Front Porch. BOLD LISTINGS have an advertisement in this
publication. (*Included sponsors have met purchase criteria.)

Sponsors eager for your business!

A/C & Heating
Anytime Heating & Cooling, INC. =
Dayco Systems
Jape Services
JF Maxwell Heating & Air
Neese Heating and Cooling
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating ---
Superior Indoor Comfort

678-606-9020
770-919-9509
404-282-7887
678-935-0505

- 678-856-4785
--678-584-0880

770-664-9098

Insurance

Allstate Insurance Nancy Wells s, 404-452-5066

State Farm-Matt Cresap 770-982-0064

The Upton Agency 770-361-6570
Kitchen

Housley Enterprises, Inc
Landscaping

Stone Edge Landscapes
Medical Clinic

678-546-2276

678-421-4763

Zen Air 678-883-7868 . i
Accountants Prestige Medical Group 706-692-9768
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. e 770-975-1609 Nursery
R N Autumn Hill Nursery 770-442-3901
Active Adult Community Painting
Holbrook/Dogwood FOorest - 404-445-7777 360 Painting 770-213-5071

Assisted Living
Camellia Place
Manor Lake BridgeMill

Attorney
Daryl L Kidd P.C.

Auto Detailing
Polished Peach Car Wash « i

Automotive Sales

770-876-3039
678-990-5055

770-499-1274

770-592-8102

Benjamin Moore Paint Store-Alpharetta e 678-404-5511

Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair ~770-323-3148

Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting ~770-346-0203

Red Oak Painting 678-800-6533

Superior Pro Exteriors 470-922-6151

Verge Painting and Siding 678-331-1102
Performing Arts

Falany Performing Arts Center & Alumni - 770-720-9167
Cory Sims "Big, Tall, Bald Guy" - 706-618-0811 Pest Control
Banking Breda Pest Management - 770-466-6700

American Commerce Bank -
Credit Union of Georgia
Cabinetry
Cabinet Buyers Outlet
Cleaning Services
House Cleaning Specialist, INC s
Concrete Leveling
Advance Concrete Lifting & Leveling s
Consignment
Finders Keepers
Uptown Cheapskate-Cumming s
Uptown Cheapskate-East Cobb
Uptown Cheapskate-Johns Creek
Dance Studio
CK DanceWorks, Inc. & CK YOga «eeesesssessaseseass
Dentist
Acworth Dental
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) wseseeeees
Distinctive Dentistry
Esthetic Dental Solutions
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills -
Northpoint Dental
Roswell Dental Care
Swords & Phelps DEntistry «mmsessssssssesseeees
Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc.
Doors
EntryPoint Doors & Windows ---
Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp
Mr. Electric of Atlanta-Mr. Rooter « s
Mr. Electric of Canton
Rocket Electric
ServiceWise Electric, LLC
Shumate Electrical Services -

470-422-1200
678-486-1111

706-972-4480

770-975-4995

678-208-3426

404-377-1944
770-844-7600

- 770-999-1967
- 770-495-1515

770-975-7298

770-974-4146
770-704-1812
770-445-6606
678-352-1333

- 678-574-4837

678-274-6987
470-288-1363
770-479-3713

404-377-1021

- 770-904-0094

470-239-5568
470-202-8023
678-408-7174
770-288-5855

.-404-704-4903
.-678-584-0880

770-423-0160
404-545-1651

Legacy Pest Control
Windward Pest Services
Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services
Mr. Rooter of Atlanta
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service
Shumate Plumbing Services
The Plumbers Guild
Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth -
Primrose School of Acworth Bentwater
Primrose School of Harmony on the Lakes -
Propane Service
Gas Incorporated
Real Estate
Ansley Atlanta Real Estate-Jody Tirone -
Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne -
Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin - ~678-373-9342
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates --770-403-5639
Atlanta Communities-Steel 770-337-9529
Coldwell Banker-Sherry Warner --- ~-404-784-8848
Compass Realty-Gipson and Co. -404-405-5363
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team - -404-373-0076
Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5561
David Cooke-Martin Lake Group at KW e 770-652-6270
Georgia Real Estate Depot-Nix -770-401-4932
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes -404-626-3604
Keller Williams Realty-Cynthia Baer -- -678-358-3369
Keller Williams Susan Stanford - -678-677-3935
Keller Williams-Linda Jacobs - -770-337-2006
Keller Williams-Williams 678-780-7556
Park Realty-John Morgan & Drew Jackson - -877-249-8533
Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin -770-330-2374
Remax-Heerema 770-238-6759
Robin Martin and Associates = 678-665-0202
Shaston Homes LLC 678-525-5880

770-826-5277
470-202-8178
-770-917-1852
~678-584-0880
404-694-5128

~770-792-7431
-770-529-3925
~770-704-0721

770-720-1378

.404-451-3125
.404-403-1789

Eye Care Remodeling
Georgia Eye Partners/OPAL Aesthetics e 404-383-0956 Daniel's Home Services 770-598-1379
Flooring GCIl Basements 404-569-8794
Dalton Wholesale FIoors-Ellijay -mrmmmesesans 706-515-1510 Serv'all Plumbing-Remodeling s, 770-917-1852
Funeral Homes Restaurants

In Their Honor of Jasper Funerals & -
Garage Doors

Platinum Overhead Door
Golf Courses

Club Corp Golf Clubs
Golf Equipment & Supplies

Golf Cars of Canton

LSV of Alpharetta

706-253-5060

678-329-3100

770-389-2000

678-880-1156
678-689-5125

770-720-4999
678-878-2513

Luna Maya
Norsan Restaurant Group
Roofing
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting - 770-346-0203
Schools-Private
Atlanta Academy
McGinnis Woods Country Day School -
The Friends School of Atlanta
Woodward Academy

678-461-6102
-770-664-7764
-404-373-8746
404-765-4001

Government o Security Systems
DeKalb County Board of Commissioners- - 404-371-2899 Classic Entry Systems 678-330-1111
Handyman Skin Care

Happy Handyman LLC

Shumate Handyman ServiCes - mmmnsianesnes
Home Furnishings

ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design e
Home Improvements

Lighthouse Marine Solutions -
Hospital

Northeast Georgia Medical Center -
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770-685-8421
678-584-0880

678-807-7422

678-450-4212

770-214-4492

The Beauty Barn 678-824-5466

Tree Service

Gordon Pro Tree Service, LLC e, 770-282-1616

Water Heaters

Serv'all Plumbing-Water Heaters . 770-917-1852

Window Cleaning

Marietta Window Company = 678-859-7481

Window Replacement

Window Traditions of Georgia s 678-672-1963

NB44N



HOME PROJECTS

DONE RIGHT

Improving properties for 20+ years

Replace/Repair/Install
almost anything

Rebuild and Repair after

\h Remediation, Plumbing, and
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS Electrical crews leave
HammerSmith is here for you and your family. - Custom projects—we
We provide exceptional architectural designs and work with you to create

home renovations. Start planning today for how your design
to live better in an ever-changing world.

REPAIR

| look forward to working with you.

Right Home
HammerSmith f‘
Live Bri((mn‘t’lg

a
Andrew Poole, Your Neighborhood Handyman
404-775-9161 RightHomeRepair.com

¥

p

SEEIDDPMADST

DID YOU KNOW...

The sponsors in this publication help make designing, printing, and delivery
possible for your community! Without their advertising, this publication
would be more costly for the HOA to provide to the community. Show
some support and visit one of the sponsors in this publication!

mm
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5875 Peachtree Industrial Blvd #160, Norcross, GA 30092 | 770.623.6220 | www.ourfrontporch.net
—— | —



You deserve
to see what’s
possible.

At Georgia Eye Partners, your
ViSion is our mission.

We are a specialty eye care group comprised of 26 expert physicians
providing comprehensive medical and surgical eye care across John’s
Creek. Our services range from medical management to complex surgical
care for conditions such as cataracts, glaucoma, corneal disease, and

retinal disease.

explore your possibilities at

gaeyepartners.com
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aesthetics  EYE PARTNERS

bestself bestself e
2023
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