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WE DIDN’T LAND ON CITYHOOD, BUT WILL

CITYHOOD LAND ON US?
by Andrew Heaton, NBCA President

For the past several decades, the question of possible cityhood

has been a constant part of the conversation in unincorporated parts
of DeKalb County. Here in our own unincorporated corner of the
county, the most visible movement was the recent referendum on the
potential city of LaVista Hills, which failed to pass by a narrow margin.
Recently, the Vista Grove movement was starting to gain traction again
before eventually being put on pause indefinitely for lack of necessary

legislative support.

One key argument by those supporting a new cityhood movement was that it was a way
to take control of the situation versus being annexed (potentially unwillingly) by a non-
preferred existing city. This is what almost happened a few months ago in North Druid Hills,
when advocates from Brookhaven initiated a signature referendum to annex large portions
of the area near LaVista Rd. and North Druid Hills Rd. That effort was eventually abandoned
when questions were raised about the legitimacy of some signatures gathered, as well as a
signal from Toco Hill Shopping Center that it would oppose the annexation and remain in
unincorporated DeKalb. The loss of the potential tax revenue from the shopping center is
likely a major reason that the effort was abandoned.

Now that argument may be finding fresh evidence right here in our own backyard. Several
sources have reported that Chamblee intends to annex Mercer University and Embry Hills,
an area in the southeast corner of Spaghetti Junction at I-285 and I-85. This would be
Chamblee’s first move across I-85 to our side of the highway. This would also bring the City
of Chamblee’s boundaries right next to our neighborhood. The proposed annexation line
would go right up the creek line that separates the Mercer University area from the Cravey
Trail portion of our neighborhood.

How long would the dividing line stay there? How much longer till the line creeps further
south to include us (or some of us)? Especially if there’s an opportunity to capture the
commercial area around I-85 and Shallowford? These are the questions that must now be
realistically pondered as we watch Chamblee officially contemplate crossing the “Rubicon”
of I-85. If not Chamblee, who is to say Brookhaven won’t strike proactively. Inside sources
have confirmed that all of the cities in DeKalb (Chamblee, Brookhaven, Tucker, Decatur, etc.)
have had extensive discussions about the future of the unincorporated areas of North DeKalb.

What do you think? If Chamblee proceeds into Mercer and Embry Hills, would now be
the time to reexamine an independent cityhood movement? Should we just embrace the
eventual annexation into Chamblee, or Tucker, or even Brookhaven? We’d love to hear your
thoughts and feedback. Email president@northbriarcliff.org and let me and the other NBCA
board members know your thoughts!

ADVERTISE IN LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS!
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You deserve
to see what’s
possible.

At Georgia Eye Partners, your
ViSion is our mission.

We are a specialty eye care group comprised of 26 expert physicians
providing comprehensive medical and surgical eye care across John’s
Creek. Our services range from medical management to complex surgical
care for conditions such as cataracts, glaucoma, corneal disease, and

retinal disease.

explore your possibilities at

gaeyepartners.com
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WEEKLY CHAT PODCAST

POLITICS | BUSINESS | COMMUNITY

Listen Anywhere at Anytime
Use your favorite platform to hear
and view all our episodes,

@ Apple Podcasts
@ iHeartradio

Q2 YouTube

Ll

& % z
B /;
\\.‘_:\-a;.a" www.CommissionerLorraineCochranJohnson.com

Podcast Launch

THE WEEKLY CHAT

www.TheWeeklyChat.com

”
- =
—

CEVEBRATING 3\"0 YEARSS

HammerSmith is here for you and your family.
We provide exceptional architectural designs and
home renovations. Start planning today for how
to live better in an ever-changing world.
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CONTRIBUTE YOUR IDEAS Tell us what you think are the most important priorities
to improve our neighborhood. What are the biggest problems in the neighborhood?
What should the NBCA Board be doing? What should we be asking the County to do?

Help the NBCA better serve our community
by donating two or three hours a month to
advise the board about a subject you care
about or an area you want to improve.
Contact one of the Board members to learn
more about how to help us.
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We Ask for Your Help

CONTACT US TODAY - 770-623-6220 - info@frontporchatlanta.com

The North Briarcliff Civic Association Newsletter is a publication of
Our Front Porch. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and

FF&”I does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter.

Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in

PO!' Ch which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility

for the content of the ads placed in this publication. Material published

Aservies of: may not be reproduced without the written permission of Our Front Porch.
KDA ' Tiehs

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the North
Briarcliff Civic Association as a courtesy only. No representations are
made as to information presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the veracity of the
statements relating to the goods and services. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements does
not constitute an endorsement by the neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.

North Briarcliff Civic Association // www.northbriarclifforg 3



COMMUNITY — ADMINISTRATION

North Briarcliff

North Briarcliff g

Civic Association
9023 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please return your check for annual dues and this form to:

North Briarcliff Civic Association (NBCA) e 2566 Shallowford Road, Suite 104, PMB 132 e Atlanta, GA 30345

To pay your dues with a credit card or via PayPal or Venmo, go to www.northbriarcliff.org.

YES! | SUPPORT THE NORTH BRIARCLIFF CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Enclosed is my $25.00 check for 2023 Annual Dues. (Added optional donation § )

»»» PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY «««

Name:

Phone (in case of questions):

Address:

Email:

I am (We are) interested in helping NBCA with (Circle any of the following):

Newsletter or Website Layout or Updating

Member Recruitment and Benefits

Neighborhood Watch Board Service

Membership in the NBCA is open for all residents and owners of property within the Hawthomne Elementary School district and residents on other bordering streets who may request inclusion.

The North Briarcliff Civic Association (NBCA) represents you. A civic
association is an organization that exists to improve the neighborhood
through volunteer work by members of the association. The purpose
and mission of the NBCA is to promote the civic interests of the people
living in our area. What this means is that this association is dedicated to
informing, representing, and supporting the residents of our area in issues
of public concern.

Membership in the NBCA is voluntary and is open to any resident or
property owner within the Hawthorne Elementary School District and
to other residents living on bordering streets who request inclusion. The
newsletter is addressed to “Current Resident” to ensure that the newsletter
is delivered (free of charge) to every house and condominium in the NBCA
area as a service to all the residents.

We want you to help us become better representatives. As our paid
membership increases, we have greater authority and leverage in dealing
with (or confronting) the county and other organizations on your behalf.
Renew your membership or become a member by paying your annual
dues. The $25 dues covers the household for the calendar year (January-
December 2023).

Help us to better represent the interests of our neighborhood by bringing
to our attention any issues or events that merit our attention. We would
appreciate your perspective, and you may know more or care more about
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that issue than any board or off-board member. Consider joining the board
or advising the board as an off-board member so that the association is
better able to address the issue in question. We would welcome your
assistance, enthusiasm and expertise.

The NBCA is a non-profit organization that is managed by its board
members, all of whom are neighbors who have volunteered to work
together to make a difference in our local community. All of the board
members are elected by the dues-paying members of the NBCA at an
annual meeting in the fall. Some board members have special interests and
expertise in specific areas that are important to our area, while other board
members are generalists. The board members are supported by off-board
members, who are neighbors who have volunteered to help the board by
identifying and addressing specific areas. None of the board or off-board
members receive any monetary payment for their efforts.

If you want to report something or register a complaint with the county
or other agencies, the board may be able to assist you or help you contact
appropriate agencies. However, you are responsible for making your report
or registering your complaint. Please remember that board and off-board
members are volunteers with only so much time and energy.

Email addresses for board and off-board members are listed on the front
page of each newsletter and are also found on the NBCA website www.
northbriarcliff.org




COMMUNITY — AIRPORT

North Briarcliff

THREE IMPORTANT UPDATES ON THE STATUS OF PDK AIRPORT EXPANSION PLANS

By Larry Foster, Communication Director, PDK Watch Inc.

Why should a major expansion of DeKalb-
Peachtree Airport (PDK) flight operations
concern you? PDK Airport is already the second
busiest airport in Georgia after Hartsfield-Jackson
in numbers of flights. Surrounded by densely settled
residential areas in northeast Atlanta, the PDK
Airport is approximately two miles as the jet flies
from our North Briarcliff neighborhood. Disruptive
fights over our area already bother many residents,
and such flights would become more frequent with
the proposed expansion of PDK flight operations.

PDK Airport is the largest single emitter in Georgia
of toxic lead pollution, which causes brain damage
and other health problems for young children.
This is because the Airport’s smaller piston-engine
aircraft still use leaded gas. If much larger jets are
allowed to use PDK, they will emit huge amounts of
ultra-fine particles (under 1 micrometer) that are
breathed deep into the lungs and are associated with
significant increases in asthma and other respiratory
diseases, heart disease and cancer. Such jets also use
so much fuel that they are a significant contributor
to global warming.

Here are Three Updates on the PDK
Expansion Plans:

The First Update is on the Status of the PDK
Airport Master Plan: PDK’s new Master Plan, first
presented for consideration by the DeKalb Board of
Commissioners two years ago in September 2021,
would guide the development of PDK over the next
twenty years. It would authorize the most dramatic
expansion in PDK Airport’s history in numbers of
flights, sizes of aircraft and numbers of larger jets based
at PDK. The proposed Plan would authorize a 40%
increase in aircraft to be based at PDK by adding
new hangars and tie-downs, with each new plane
averaging an additional 125 more flight operations
annually. In addition, the “Critical Aircraft” around
which future PDK planning would be based is
the Gulfstream 550, a 91,000-lb. business jet that
currently cannot even operate at PDK without
weight restrictions. Supporters of Airport expansion
are seeking approval of the Master Plan before
an Environmental Study of PDK Air and Noise
Pollution has been completed. That would preempt
the major goal of the Study, which is to provide the
County Commissioners with objective evidence to
help them determine whether or not to allow much
larger jets to use PDK Airport on a regular basis.

From the perspective of residents who are
negatively impacted by PDK flight operations,
the good news is that almost exactly two years
after the PDK Master Plan’s release, it has NOT

YET been approved by the DeKalb County Board
of Commissioners. One reason for the delay may
be the outpouring of public opposition to the plan
in its current form, reflected in a change.org petition
signed by more than 2,700 individuals. See: https://
www.change.org/StopPDKExpansion. If you have
not yet read and signed the petition yourself, please
look at the petition and sign it if you support it.

The Second Update is on the Proposed Sky
Harbor Hangar and Taxiway Construction
Project. Last year, although the PDK Airport Master
Plan had not been approved by the DeKalb Board
of Commissioners, Airport Director Mario Evans
decided to bypass Commission approval and take
independent steps to begin to build the new hangars
proposed in the Master Plan, without securing
Commission approval. In August 2022, Director
Evans submitted a hangar-building proposal to
DeKalb Purchasing and Contracting--without the
prior knowledge of the Board of Commissioners. If
the hangars are actually built, the Airport Director
would have preemptively “set in concrete,” so to
speak, the first phase of the most controversial part
of the still-unapproved PDK Master Plan,which is to
build hangars for much larger jets than are currently
allowed at PDK.

Bids were made on the Request for Proposal (RFP)
to build the hangars, and, in June 2023, Director
Evans announced that the firm Sky Harbor had been
chosen to construct several hangars for much larger
jets than are officially allowed to use PDK under
current arrangements. What Sky Harbor agreed
to do in its slick 11-page PowerPoint presentation
sounds “too good to be true.” It would build the
new hangars and a connecting taxiway “at no cost
to the County,” and the revenue that would accrue
to the County would ultimately bring in hundreds of
millions of dollars over the life of the contract!

How could such a deal be possible? Was the Sky
Harbor proposal on the level? Something seemed
fishy. One factor suggesting the need for caution
and further investigation is that only one of the
five companies that initially considered applying
to do the work eventually bid on the project—Sky
Harbor. The other four companies declined to
apply, either due to what they thought would be
insuffficient return on investment or to “workload
and construction costs.” Yet Sky Harbor seemed
enthusiastic to do the project. Why?

Note that the proposed contract itself, per
County guidelines, cannot be furnished to the
Commissioners or made public until after it has

been approved by the BOC. Besides the conundrum
this presents to the Commissioners and the public
in the approval process, it raises questions about
how this development has been structured and
what the County may have committed itself to in
any qualifications or assumptions included in the
contract.

Concerned citizens recommend that the
Commissioners reject the Sky Harbor contract
outright. This recommendation is based on the
sneaky “back door” way in which this hangar-
building proposal was developed to circumvent
having to secure Commission approval of the PDK
Master Plan, Sky Harbor’s questionable claims to
be able to generate a too-good-to-be-true revenue
stream for the County, and the fact that the
Commissioners are not allowed to see the contract

before they approve it.

The Third Update is on the recent Approval
of an Environental Study of PDK Air and Noise
This
study is the result of a two-year collaboration

Pollution. long-sought  environmental
from 2021 through 2022 between a total of about
15 representatives from Open DeKalb Inc. (a
citizen organization concerned to secure accurate
information about PDK operations), the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA), the Environmental
Protection Administation (EPA), the Georgia
Department  of Transportation (GDOT) and
PDK Airport to determine compliance with
environmental concerns related to aircraft size
limitations previously committed to by DeKalb
County.

The collaborative group that drafted the Study’s
parameters unanimously approved the Statement
of Work for the Environmenmental Study in early
August 2022, and a year later, on August 8, 2023,
the DeKalb County Commissioners approved the
Contract to undertake the $1.45 million Study.
A primary goal of the Study is to provide the
Commissioners with reliable data that they could
use to decide whether or not to approve the PDK
Master Plan’s proposal to build hangars for much
larger jets than had been allowed by PDK’s prior
weight-limit agreement. The Environmental Study
must be completed before the Commission votes on
the PDK Master Plan.

For further information on citizen concerns
about the PDK Master Plan and other aspects of
PDK Airport’s operations, please check out the PDK
Watch Inc. website at www.pdkwatch.org.

North Briarcliff Civic Association // www.northbriarclifforg 5



COMMUNITY — SCHOOLS

North Briarcliff

CALLING ALL NEIGHBORS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS!

By Lisa Limoncelli, Hawthorne Principal

The Hawthorne Hornet Hustle

The Annual Hawthorne Elementary Hornet Hustle is back!! The Hornet
Hustle is one of Hawthorne’s main fundraisers led by the Hawthorne
Elementary School Foundation (HESF). The HESF is a parent organization
that raises money to meet the school’s long-term academic and environmental
needs.

Please help support us and join in our community building fundraiser. Over
the past ten years, we have purchased a new playground and designed it to
be more accessible. We have updated the school exterior, supported STEM
activities, cared for the school grounds, and provided interpretation services to
assist our Spanish-speaking families.

We are grateful for the support that our community continues to give us.
Last year, our community came together and helped us reach our goal of
$20,000. To continue supporting our school needs, we are asking for your help
again to reach our $20,000 fundraising goal this year.

If you want to support the Hawthorne Hornet Hustle, please donate in one
of the following ways:

1. Donate online by visiting the website: www.heshornethustle.com

2. U.S. Mail. Please make checks payable to the Hawthorne Elementary
School Foundation and mail to:

Hawthorne ES Foundation
2535 Caladium Drive NE
Atlanta, GA. 30345

Donations may be made from now until October 30th.

As always, we are truly grateful for the continued support of our community.
Thank you for making Hawthorne part of your lives and continuing to enhance
ours.

The Hustle culminates with a 1K fun run/walk/roll. If you happen to see some
little hornets flying through the neighborhood on September 29th, that’s us!

You Are Invited to a Movie Night

Every year in the Fall, Hawthorne Elementary hosts “Flick on the Field”
(an outdoor movie night). If you would like to join us for an evening of fun,
food and entertainment, please meet us on the PE field on October 20th at
7:00pm. There will be a family friendly movie shown and concessions available
to purchase.

Exciting Updates from Hawthorne Elementary

In the last issue of the NBCA magazine, we provided information about some
of the exciting upgrades taking place at Hawthorne and left you with a “teaser,”
asking you to stay tuned for the before and after pictures. Well, here you go!

Indoor Projects - Front Entrance and Teacher’s Lounge

Our wonderful parent volunteers spent time sprucing up the front entrance
of the school with some new paint and a new mural. What a great new look to
welcome our visitors into our building!

6 North Briarcliff Civic Association // Oct-Dec 2023

Time was also spent dismantling and
Temoving our aquaponics system.
Unfortunately, the system needed too
many repairs.

ey 8 A
This was the front entrance before. It was
okay but needed to be refreshed

il

Lots of work painting the
new stencil on the wall

This is our new mural

Our front entrance after all our work



North Briarcliff

COMMUNITY — SCHOOLS

CALLING ALL NEIGHBORS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS! cont'd

Our teachers and staff were greeted on their first day with a teacher’s lounge
make-over! The principal spent most of the summer resurfacing and painting
the cabinets, putting in a backsplash, painting the walls, and creating a new
coffee bar! With some new curtains and furnishings and microwaves from the

PTA, it all came together!

Teacher’s lounge before Teacher’s lounge after make-over

New Playground

Our younger students are very excited to have a new playground! The school
district is in the final stages of the install, and we could not be happier! Our
Kindergarten, first, and second grade students now have a safe and colorful
playground to burn off some of their energy.

The new playground

Outdoor Projects - Garden and Chicken Coop

Our parent and community volunteers spent many hours in the sun this
summer rejuvenating our school garden. Phase I is complete! All garden beds
have been repaired; beds have been weeded; new soil put in and summer crops
planted.

Many people contributed Adults and children helped in the garden

We enjoyed tomatoes, basil, peppers, cucumbers, and zucchini during our
summer harvest! We even successfully grew a couple of pumpkins that are
currently displayed in our front office.

Phase two is underway and will include new hardscape and fall plantings of
lettuce, Swiss chard, spinach, carrots, and radishes.

Oh look! Isw’t gardening fun??
And, finally, our brand new chicken coop is ready to welcome some new

chickens! Two VERY patient dads spent two VERY hot days putting together
our new coop.

Soon we will receive twelve eggs and an incubation system. Once our
hatchlings have made it out of their shells and into the world, they will be kept
nice and warm under a heat lamp for eight weeks before being introduced to
the outdoor coop. Our students will observe each phase of development and
then learn how to maintain happy, healthy chickens! Not to mention, collecting
eggs for classroom recipes!

The coops had to be assembled, which took some time and patience.

What’s Next?

Fifth grade students at Hawthorne Elementary study World War II events
that include the Holocaust. This year, with the help of parent and community
volunteers, we will participate in “The Daffodil Project.” The Daffodil Project is
an Atlanta based initiative of Am Yisrael Chai, a nonprofit Holocaust Education
and Genocide Awareness Organization, which “aspires to build a worldwide
Living Holocaust Memorial by planting 1.5 million Daffodils in memory of the
children who perished in the Holocaust and in support for children suffering in
humanitarian crises in the world today.” This Fall, our students and volunteers
will plant 500 daffodils. I can’t wait to see our school campus brought to life by
500 beautiful yellow daffodils.

Thank you to all our volunteers for continuing to make Hawthorne
Elementary a great place to learn and work!
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COMMUNITY — LIBRARY

DISCOVER MORE WITH A LIBRARY CARD

by Sarah Helwig, Library Branch Manager

Discover

more.

dekalblibrary.org

The library card is your free ticket to many adventures

DeKalb County Public Library is conducting
a major campaign through the end of October to
remind our citizens how important libraries are
and to encourage everyone to Discover More about
what we have to offer by getting a library card.
Library cards are free for DeKalb County residents,
property owners and business owners and are
available for a fee to non-county residents. Stop in
soon to Discover More at your library!

Youmayalready know that alibrary card provides
free access to books, Wi-Fi and computers. You
may not know that a library card also provides free
access to eBooks and eMagazines, downloadable
audiobooks, streaming movies, adult and children’s
activities, passes to local museums and theaters,
live online tutoring, LinkedIn Learning, and more!

Libraries are a place where everyone is welcome,
and everyone belongs. Now more than ever, people
turn to — and depend on - libraries and librarians
for help finding information and becoming part of
a community. If you believe in the importance of
libraries, please show your support by applying for
a card if you don’t have one, and by encouraging
your friends and neighbors to do so as well.

Summer Reading Challenge

This year’s summer reading challenge wrapped
up at the end of July. The theme was “All Together
Now,” and we had activities and challenges for all
ages from babies to adults. Here at Northlake, we
had over 300 people participate, and 62 people
completed the challenge. Congratulations to
everyone for keeping up with their reading over the
summer break!

Some highlights from our summer activities for
families included reading to therapy dogs, a musical
performance by Jerry G. White, a magic show by
The Great Jeffini, a reptile program presented by
8 Legged Scales, and a mobile science program
presented by Fernbank on the Go! Financial
support for these programs was provided by the

DeKalb Library Foundation.
8 North Briarcliff Civic Association // Oct-Dec 2023

8 Legged Scales is a veptile, arachnid and amphibian
educational and entertainment company. This shows
part of the presentation by Germaine Cato from 8
Legged Scales.

Children petting an Avgentine Tegu lizard provided by
8 Legged Scales

R

program to support hands-on experiences and
exploratory experiments.

Fernbank Museum has a Fernbank on the Go! mobile

Fall Activities

Missed out on the Summer Reading Challenge?
Never fear! You may join our Fall Hallow-Read
Challenge by visiting dekalblibrary.beanstack.org.
Log your time spent reading during the month of

October to win a small prize!

® HALLOW-

Even though summer is over, there is still a lot
to do at the library, including our weekly Toddler
Times,as well as the return of our weekly meditation
and breathing yoga for adults. October brings a
lot of fun events including our Halloween Trivia
Challenge, a movie night featuring Ghostbusters:
Afterlife (2021), and a College Readiness Workshop
for High School Students. We will also have a
monthly Frank Lloyd Wright architectural lecture
series presented by a local real estate professional.
Please visit dekalblibrary.org/events for more
information.

Steven Sandler Lunch & Learn Series

Mr. Sandler was a long-time library patron who
left an estate gift to the Friends of the Northlake-
Barbara Loar Library. In honor of his career with
the Environmental Protection Agency, we are
organizing a series of environmental programs at
the library.

We hope you can join us for our first two lectures
on October 18th and 25th to enjoy a free lunch
while listening to speakers from DeKalb Watershed
and CHaRM Atlanta. Please visit dekalblibrary.org/
events and search “Sandler” to register.

Used Book Sale

Please join us for our fall book sale October 20-
21 from 10:00 am-4:30 pm. All proceeds will help
fund more programs, activities and materials at the
Northlake Library. If you have gently used books,
puzzles, games, CDs or DVDs for the sale, you may
donate them by bringing your items to the library
during operating hours: Mon - Wed 10am - 8pm and
Thurs - Saturday 10am - 5pm. Your donations are
tax-deductible.



Neighbor

Hey! | have a few home
improvement projects |
need to do. Do you have any
suggestions of who to call?

Yes! Just use the advertisers in
our neighborhood newsletter and
directory. I've called several and
they've been great.

Wow! Really? | didn't know
that. I'll check them out.

That's great, because their
advertising makes the newsletter
affordable for our community, so
please support them!

H SPONSORS!

SUPPORT YOU

The sponsorsin this'publiéatidn help make de'si‘ghiﬁg,';printing, and-delivery possible
for your community! Without their advertising, this publication would be more costly for the HOA
to provide to the community. Show some support and visit one of the sponsors in this publication!

5875 Peachtree Industrial Blvd #160, Norcross, GA 30092 | 770.623.6220 | www.ourfontporch.net
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COMMUNITY — GREENWAY

North Briarcliff

THE PEACHTREE CREEK GREENWAY

by Josh White, PCGI Executive Director

The proposed Peachtree Creek Greenway (PCG) is a “Trail of Regional
Significance.” This 12-plus mile recreational pathway is a symbol of community
unity, environmental responsibility, and regional progress.

This is an exciting time of activities and progress. The Peachtree Creek
Greenway, Inc. (PCGI) recently sponsored two well-attended community
events that gave many people the opportunity to explore the future pathway.
More events are planned for October.

DeKalb County’s SPLOST II vote on November 7 provides the potential
for funding to commence the planning and construction of the Greenway in
unincorporated DeKalb County, so watch for the resolution and cast your “yes”
vote.

Fisher Trail Park Event

The Fisher Trail Park event on August 19 was a resounding success, drawing
almost 150 attendees, including DeKalb County Commissioners Larry Johnson
and Michelle Long Spears. Participants had the opportunity to explore Fisher
Trail Park, learn about the Greenway’s eventual path under I-85 and through
the Park, and hear about upcoming plans. Everyone could see where Peachtree
Creek passed under I-85 and where the Greenway also would cross under the
highway. This event was a collaborative effort with DeKalb Recreation, Parks,
and Cultural Affairs (RPCA); Toole Design (DeKalb County consultant for the
Master Trails Plan 2023); and ChocoLate’ Coffee (which provided coffee and
treats).

= i

- v

County Commissioner Michelle

i

Long Spears addressed the group at Fisher Trail Park

A plan of the Greenway was displayed,
which helped people see where Fisher
Trail Park was located beside the
Greenway.

Information about the Greenway
was distributed, and people had the
opportunity to get answers to any
questions they had.
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Chamblee Tucker Creek Walk

The Chamblee Tucker Creek Walk on September 16 was another highlight.
Despite the looming clouds and rain predictions, the event saw an impressive
turnout of over 100 attendees. Participants had the chance to connect with
nature, share a vision for the community’s future, and engage in meaningful
discussions with local leaders.

Notably, four DeKalb County Commissioners (Steve Bradshaw, Lorraine
Cochran-Johnson, Robert Patrick and Ted Terry) and Doraville Mayor Joseph
Gierman graced the event with their presence. Their attendance underscored
the importance and support the Greenway has garnered from local leadership

and emphasized the community’s collective vision for the PCG’s future.

What everyone really appreciated was the chance to actually walk beside the creek
along a path that will become the Greenway

Environmental Action - Cleaning the Creek

PCGI has hosted several creek clean-up events. In a beautiful blend of
faith and environmental responsibility, the Reverse Tashlich event witnessed
congregants from various synagogues coming together for a special high-holy
week ritual. Emphasizing the importance of caring for the earth, participants
removed trash from water systems. Organizations and businesses interested
in hosting their own clean-up events may reach out to the Greenway team for
assistance.



The Reverse Tashlich participants and all the trash they removed from Peachtree
Creek on September 11th.

Progress in Funding and Building

Increased interest in the Greenwayis fueled by other developments. Last year,
the T-SPLOST passed in Atlanta, and funds have been earmarked specifically
for the Greenway’s Planning & Engineering (P&E) and construction, with the
southern endpoint where Path 400 and the Beltline converge.

Additionally, in June 2023, the US DOT generously awarded a $25M RAISE
(Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity) grant to
Atlanta and the Beltline that will facilitate constructing a 2.2-mile network of
trails in northeast Atlanta, crucially connecting the Confluence Bridge to the
Beltline. Construction enthusiasts should mark their calendars for early 2025!

Brookhaven is a leader in building the Greenway. Phase 1 in Brookhaven is
completed, and work on Phase II has commenced. This will stretch south from

THE PEACHTREE C

COMMUNITY — GREENWAY

North Briarcliff

REEK GREENWAY

North Druid Hills Road to the Atlanta City Limits. Planning & Engineering
(P&E) is already in motion, and construction is anticipated to kick off in 2024
and wrap up by 2026. Phase III will stretch from the existing Brookhaven
segment north to Clairmont Road, across from Sam’s Club.

When the Greenway is completed, DeKalb residents in the North Briarcliff
neighborhoods will have the ability to walk, run, bike, scoot, etc. to the Atlanta
Beltline using the Greenway. This will be an exciting development!

Events in October

Looking ahead, a series of events are lined up in October. On October 7th,
PCGI will be hosting a guided tour of the Greenway in Brookhaven at 10 am.
This is a perfect opportunity for residents and visitors to come out to the
Greenway, explore its beauty, and get answers to all their questions.

On October 14th, PCGI will proudly serve as a Non-Profit Partner with “A
Taste of Chamblee” (https://www.tasteofchamblee.net/). If you attend, please
stop by our tent to grab a limited edition Peachtree Creek Greenway button and
learn more about our initiatives.

The weekend of October 21st and 22nd promises to be particularly
eventful as the Peachtree Creek Greenway will play host to the “Brookhaven
International Festival.” Touted as the most significant event on the Greenway
to date, attendees may look forward to a plethora of live cultural performances,
international cuisine, an art walk, interactive art creation, a dedicated Kidz

Zone, health screenings, and a variety of vendors.

On Sunday, October 22nd, there will be a 5K walk/run benefiting “We Love
Buford Highway,” providing an excellent opportunity for fitness enthusiasts to
contribute to a noble cause.

GREENWAY REFLECTIONS

by Mark NeuCollins, NBCA Board Member

I like to walk. You may have seen me on my daily evening meander through the
neighborhood. Our little patch of Atlanta has a natural beauty among its rolling
hills. T enjoy watching the seasons change, listening to the conversations of birds
and appreciating the majesty of the tall trees.

Before moving to Atlanta, I was also an avid biker. I used to love the feeling of
moving through the world at speed by my own efforts, wind on my face -- nothing
separating me from the sun and sky. While I read about and appreciate the health
benefits of these activities, what keeps pulling me back to them is not some far-off
perceived benefit, but the pure joy of being present in these moments.

What breaks this reverie and the reason why I describe myself as an avid biker
in the past tense may be summed up in one word - traffic! Our little corner of
Atlanta is naturally resplendent, but my pure enjoyment of biking and walking this
landscape is thwarted by behemoth steel machines passing at high speeds within
inches of my decidedly non-steel body.

Venturing out on the Atlanta roadways by foot or bicycle can be a life-
threatening activity. There are no bike lanes, and, inexplicably, sidewalks on busy
streets are deemed unnecessary. Flashing lights on pedestrian crosswalks vainly
try to assert pedestrians’ right-of-way, counterproductively igniting a manic
enthusiasm in Atlanta drivers to go faster.

Imagine that there might be a way for traffic and humans to coexist. You might
walk to the grocery store or to the coffee shop or dinner out without feeling that
doing so was a life-threatening activity. Imagine a bicycle commute through a
crisp autumn morning with a birdsong serenade.

Imagine that you could hop on your bike and take a day trip down to the
BeltLine with neither the stress of high-speed navigation on interstate highways
nor the hassle of finding a parking spot once you arrived at your destination.

These, for me, are some of the promises of the proposed Peachtree Creek
Greenway trail running through our North Briarcliff neighborhood. The Greenway
will be a people-centric alternative transportation network that ties communities
together, enables and promotes a healthy lifestyle, and creates a connectedness to
the natural beauty that surrounds us.

The Greenway will allow us to appreciate our place in this environment and
naturally promote an attitude of care and stewardship for this fragile web that
supports us. It will give us a space accessible within our daily lives that we can step
into, slow down, and bathe our senses in the natural landscape. It will allow us to
truly take stock of and appreciate our small slice of the natural world.

We have a lot of work to do to make this happen. Let’s get started.
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ATLANTA’S NEWS & TALK @ le o Igggg

Grab your hammer and join the show! In

Atlanta, 404.872.0750 or 1.800.972.8255.

Saturday mornings from 9:00 a.m. until

12:00 p.m., Dave Baker is WSB’s resident

household repair and home improvement
expert! He provides a multitude of tips and advice on
planning, building and fixing up around the house.
Follow Dave on his Facebook page: Facebook.com/
thehomefixitpage

It’s time to give your house that
once over for cracks and areas
where the cooler air will seep in and
more importantly, your heat will
leak out.

Begin outside by looking at places
where two different building
materials meet and around every
opening in your siding i.e. around
water spigots, dryer vents, and
places where telephone and TV
cables enter the house.

Fill all openings and cracks with
caulk or expanding insulating foam.
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Once inside your home, look at the following:

- Check around electrical outlets. You can get inexpensive foam gaskets to seal every
outlet. Make sure your pull down attic stairs are sealed as well.

- Measure the temperature in different parts of the house. Differences of a couple of
degrees or more indicate that the room is poorly sealed or that air movement inside
the house is poor. If some rooms are cooler than others, your favorite HVAC company
can help you zone your house properly to even out the air flow.

- It’s time to weather strip windows, doors, and garage doors. It’s simple and
inexpensive.

- Get your caulk gun back out and seal between baseboards and floors. Remove the
base molding and fill in the gap between baseboards and floor. This will not only stop
air leaks, but will help seal out insects as well.

One last thing to check - if you have windows in unused parts of the house, think about
sealing them for the window with a shrink wrap. Once installed, shrink wrap is virtually
invisible and easy to remove.

The best part of all of this work is that when it gets warm out again, all of these steps will
help keep your cool air in (and insects out).



PEST CONTROL
TERMITES

WILDLIFE MOSQUITOES

One of the most destructive pests Georgia
homeowners will encounter is TERMITES.

Breda Pest Management uses industry-leading
technology to locate and eradicate termites from
your property, and with BREDA's termite guarantee,

you never have to worry with termites and the $2 5 Gift Ca rd

extensive damage they cause ever again.

470-317-7335 | BredaPest.com
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Sponsors eager for your business!

A/C & Heating
Anytime Heating & Cooling, INC. s 678-606-9020
Clark's Heating and Air 678-379-2665
Dayco Systems 770-919-9509
Jape Services 404-282-7887
JF Maxwell Heating & Air 678-935-0505
Neese Heating and Cooling 678-856-4785
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating 678-584-0880
Superior Indoor Comfort 770-664-9098

Zen Air 678-883-7868
Accountants
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. 770-975-1609

Active Adult Community
Holbrook/Dogwood Forest -
Vickery Rose Senior Living -

Assisted Living
Manor Lake BridgeMill
Rock Creek Manor
Varenita of West Cobb

Attorney
Daryl L Kidd P.C.

Auto Detailing
Polished Peach Car Wash « i 770-592-8102

Banking
Credit Union of Georgia

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling
InDesign Kitchen & Bath i 770-865-3632

Cabinetry
Cabinet Buyers Outlet

Cleaning Services
House Cleaning Specialist, Inc-

Concrete Leveling
Advance Concrete Lifting & Leveling « 678-208-3426

Consignment
Finders Keepers
Uptown Cheapskate-Cumming -
Uptown Cheapskate-East Cobb
Uptown Cheapskate-Johns Creek -

Dance Studio

404-445-7777
470-550-5200

678-990-5055
678-454-2600
470-750-3500

770-499-1274

678-486-1111

706-972-4480

770-975-4995

404-377-1944
770-844-7600
770-999-1967
770-495-1515

CK DanceWorks, INC. & CK YOga s wwwmmmmssssssseees 770-975-7298
Dentist
Acworth Dental 770-974-4146

BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) weeeeeene 770-704-1812
Distinctive Dentistry 770-445-6606
Esthetic Dental Solutions - 678-352-1333
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills - 678-574-4837
Northpoint Dental 678-274-6987
Roswell Dental Care 470-288-1363
Swords & Phelps Dentistry «ns 770-479-3713
Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc.
Doors
EntryPoint Doors & WINAOWS e 770-904-0094
Park Avenue Entries 770-622-0554
Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp 470-239-5568
Mr. Electric of Atlanta-Mr. Rooter 770-285-5700
Mr. Electric of Canton 678-408-7174
Rocket Electric 770-288-5855
ServiceWise Electric, LLC - 404-704-4903
Shumate Electrical Services - 678-584-0880

404-377-1021

Eye Care

Georgia Eye Partners/OPAL Aesthetics - 404-383-0956
Funeral Homes

In Their Honor of Jasper Funerals & - 706-253-5060

Garage Doors
Platinum Overhead Door
Garbage & Recycling Service
The Bin Brigade
Golf Equipment & Supplies
Golf Cars of Canton

-678-329-3100

404-913-5033

678-880-1156

Government

DeKalb County Board of Commissioners- ---404-371-2899
Handyman

Happy Handyman LLC 770-685-8421

Shumate Handyman SErVICES wereerrersessesssssmssnssnssnssnnnnns 678-584-0880
Home Furnishings

ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design «weeees: 678-807-7422

Home Improvements
GHIR Construction
Hospital
Northeast Georgia Medical Center « e 770-214-4492
Insurance
Alistate Insurance Nancy Wells
State Farm-Matt Cresap
The Upton Agency

404-922-7379

-404-452-5066
770-982-0064
770-361-6570
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The following are sponsors* in other community newsletters published

by Our Front Porch. BOLD LISTINGS have an advertisement in this

publication. (*Included sponsors have met purchase criteria.)

Kitchen

Housley Enterprises, ING «isissnins

Landscaping

Stone Edge Landscapes « s

Medical Clinic
Prestige Medical Group

Mortgages

678-546-2276

678-421-4763

706-692-9768

404-394-6738

Movement Mortgage
Nursery
Autumn Hill Nursery

Painting
360 Painting

Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair -

Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting -

Red Oak Painting

Verge Painting and Siding

Performing Arts

Schwartz Center For Performing Arts e

Personal Trainers
The Dog Wizard

Pest Control
Breda Pest Management -
Legacy Pest Control

Plumbing

Bryan Plumbing Services « s

Mr. Rooter of Atlanta

770-442-3901

770-213-5071

- 770-323-3148
- 770-346-0203

678-800-6533
678-331-1102

404-727-8769

678-748-3231

- 770-466-6700

770-423-0160

770-826-5277
470-202-8178

Plumb 'N' Plumber

Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service -
Shumate Plumbing Services ..
The Plumbers Guild

678-725-0042

- 770-917-1852
-678-584-0880

404-694-5128

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten

Omega Learning Center-Acworth -
Primrose School of Acworth Bentwater e

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated

Real Estate

Ansley Atlanta Real Estate-Jody Tirone .
-404-403-1789

Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne -
Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin

Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates -
Century 21-K & L Team Thompson & Dilworth -

e 404-784-8848
-~404-405-5363
-+404-373-0076

Coldwell Banker-Sherry Warner --

Compass Realty-Gipson and Co.
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team
Cory & Co. Realty

770-792-7431
770-529-3925

770-720-1378

404-451-3125

678-373-9342
770-403-5639
770-235-4581

404-564-5561

Georgia Real Estate Depot-Nix
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes
JW Collection Brokers LLC-Oslund -
Keller Williams Realty-Cynthia Baer
Keller Williams Susan Stanford

Keller Williams-Linda JACODS e

Keller Williams-Williams

Park Realty-John Morgan & Drew Jackson

Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin -

Remax-Heerema

Robin Martin and Associates s

Remodeling

Daniel's Home Services
GCIl Basements

- 770-401-4932

- 678-677-3935

770-337-2006
678-780-7556
877-249-8533

- 770-330-2374

770-238-6759
678-665-0202

770-598-1379
404-569-8794

Serv'all Plumbing-Remodeling s

Restaurants
Cactus Cantina

770-917-1852

678-867-9001

Kaldi's Coffee
Luna Maya

Norsan Restaurant Group « s

Roofing
Atlanta Roofing Speci

Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting -

Schools-Private

Atlanta Academy

McGinnis Woods Country Day School «weee:
The Friends School of Atlanta -

404-727-0405
770-720-4999
678-878-2513

770-419-2222
770-346-0203

678-461-6102
770-664-7764
404-373-8746
404-765-4001

Woodward Academy
Security Systems
Classic Entry Systems

Skin Care

dermani MEDSPA - East Cobb (Marietta) e

The Beauty Barn
Spa

Reve Aesthetics Medspa e

Water Heaters

Serv'all Plumbing-Water Heaters =

Window Replacement

Davis Window & Door
EntryPoint Doors & Windows --
North Georgia Replacement Wlndows Inc
Visionaire Windows

678-330-1111

678-909-1735
678-824-5466

678-447-0801

770-917-1852

770-279-0905

- 770-904-0094
- 770-888-1604

404-543-9306

Window Traditions of Georgia «mmmeseeens

678-672-1963
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Prek3 - 8th Grade

Differentiated instruction in
small, diverse classes guided
by Quaker values of
simplicity, peace, integrity,
community, equality and
stewardship.

THE FRIENDS SCHOOL

OF ATLANTA

FOR AND

862 Columbia Drive, Decatur GA 30030
404-373-8746
friendsschoolatlanta.org

The Hebrew Order of David presents

TEDD 2028
ATLANTA KOSEIEIR
| BBQ FESTIVAIL

~ Open to the entire community ~

SUNDAY
OCT 22, 2028
11AM-3PM

Team & Vendor Registration

OPEN NOW
AL P s 770-580-3897
5 ~ "2 PitBoss.AKBF@gmail.com
) Teams.AKBF@gmail.com
FREE ADMISSION
Kids' Zone Live Music
Community Expo Silent Auction

NOW ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR OUR SILENT AUCTION.

Advertise your business with a gift card or products. Artwork and

craft donations also welcome. PitBoss.AKBF@gmail.com

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

HANDYMAN

Improving properties for 20+ years

. . Scan
E ﬂ:E Here for a

. detailed list

E of services.
\/ Replace rotted

‘ soffit and trim
Much more
Closet organizer
aulkin installation
Your Ho ectrica

ADA Compliance

Window and Screen

Cabinet .
Installation repair/replacement
Exterior & Interior Garage and
Door [Installation Closet Shelving

Right Home
REPAIR

P | look forward to working with you.

Andrew Poole, Your Neighborhood Handyman
404-775-9161 - RightHomeRepair.com




Heating e Air Conditioning e Plumbing e Electric ¢ Handyman

) SHUMATE.

myour family just °an'w
iw's time to call Shumater

678 - SHUMATE
24/7/365

\
. SPECIALIST
N/

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane.




